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+ Regular meeting of the City Counoil of the City of Austin,Texas.
Austin,Texas May 6th 1909,
Hon A P Wooldridge,dMayor Presiding.Roll called
Prosent Msyor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Bnﬂholomw,snoy._mn & Powell
e Councilman Hart stated that he was suthorized to witbdrsw the
proposition made to the City by the First Prestyterian Church 1in ’
regard to the 01d City Clook.
County Commissioner J B Pischer appeared defose the
Council snd aubmitted & proposition from the Commissioners Court
of Trevis County,in regard to the Old City Clock.
cdnno:l.m Aart offered the following Preambdle snd resclutcion.

Whereas ,the City of Austinis the owner of & City Clock.,which,upon

investigation,the City Council finds to de in dad conditionand
requiring the expenditu’se of a consideFadle sum of money to place

in proper ruming order.

; N p— + J ~
?-’%N’“{- 0 @ Mde, And Whereas,the Honorable Commissioners Court of Travis County,
. ! -
m"""""“‘““}' E@M“' aoting for said County.has made & proposition to the City Couneil
‘“{W‘\- @WMM of the City of Austin to install said clock ,at the expense of

Travis County and without any cost to the City of Austin,in one of
the towers of the County Court ouse of Travis County.,after

having same thoroughly repaired and put in good rumning order,and
at all times to keep said clock in proper condition and in good
sunning order so that it wlll show and strike the time ocorrectly

in oXder that the pudblic gonerally may .Ieceive the bhenefits thereof:
And Whsreas . ,becmise of the considerations adbove stated,and bdecsuse’
of the inability of the City of Austinto at this time utilize assid

clock,and to bdear the expense of having it repaired,it is the opin-
=4ion of the City Council of the City of Austin that said proposi-
=tion made by the Commissiomers Court of Travis County should be
acoepted; ‘

Therefore bo it resolved Wy the City Council of the City of Austin

that the proposition of the Commissioners Cousrt of Travis County,
acting for said County.sec the same 4is above set forth,be and the

saxe 1s heredy accepted:and that said City clock be and the same iak
herelry donated to and delivered to said County of Travis to de

used and utilized dy sasid County for the purposes and in the man-

=nar hereindefore stated;

And de it further resolved that any failure upon the part of said
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County of Travis to carry out any part of its said agr.eoment with ¢
reference to said clock shall,.,at the option of the City of Austin,

csuse the ownership and possession of same to revert to the City of

Austin.
The resclution was adopted by the followlng vote:
Yoas Mayor Wooldridge,Councilmen Bartholomsw,Gracy.Hart & Powell S

N v, s

Nays nons.
The following '<communication from D W J Matthews was

read.,and on motion of Councilmen Hart was laid over for future

considération.




2 Nz
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Oy ﬁ*keaﬂ A{7ga et lear the sanitary methods now adopted and enforosd in that City.It is of ocourse
important thet an Assistent Physiclan de appointed to £ill my place during xy

f Mc,ﬂ. o-&mtm\au.cfrw-* Councilman Bartholomew moved that be be autho rized to purchase 1200 feet of 12
Mm_. A akm u‘/ﬁt inch pipe ,to De used on the Colorsdo River Bridge to convey water to South Austin,
)
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~ Liew ot "‘- et Replying to your inquiry as toc whether or not your action in the elec~-
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. : Austin,Texas May 5,1909.
To Honoradle James P Hart,

Austin ,Texas.
Dear 8ir @

I herewith respectfully ask you for & leave of adbsence from the City
from May 10th to May 14t1,1509,in order that I may attend the meeting of thre
State Mediocal Aspociation which meets at Galveston on the momming of May 1llth.
'!l'h.o people of Galveston have recently erfected a central City abattior and . AR
anxious to inspeoct its construction and see it in operstion.l am alsc anxious to

absence,I am abitious to duild up the Surgical department of the City Hospital
. and & good usurgiocsl Assistent is at all times an adsolute necessity.I would sug-

=gest that he be paid § 25.00 per month for his services and § 10.00 per month for

his horse feed.Through careful and econocmical management of the City Hospital,I wil

be moXe than able to pay the City bdack for this incressed expense.

I think it would be well to make the appointment at once in order that the Assistad

. Physicisn may hecome familliar with his work defore I leave for Galveaton.
Respectfully tours.,

¥ J Matthews.

wh:1ch requeat was granted by the following vote:

Yeas Mayor Wooldridge,Councilmen Bartholomew,Gracy.Hart & Powell 5
Nays none.

On motion of Councilman Gracy the Council took up for gonsideration the different

bids for the City . Treasurership.

Judges Gregory ., Yon Rosenberg & Mendell were invited to address the Council on
the different bdids,after which the following opinion by the City Attorney was read.

Austin,Toxas ,May 5th 1909.
To the City Couneil of the City of Austin,Austin,Texas.

Gentlemen:

{ =tion of Chester Thrasher as City Treasulel upon & ocompetitive dildding fod said

iV opfice 15 111liegsl by virtue of the fact that certain members of your Counocil are
alleged to de interested as stoockholders in the Citizens Bank and Trust Company,

I have the honor to advise you as follown:
(1) Article VII,Section 15,0f the City charter provides that the Office of City

Trossurer shall boe let by contract to the highest and dbest didderin the discesetion

of thoe City Council,and in determining the highest and best didder,the highest
rete of interest to be paidupon daily dalances and the valus of the dond tendered

shall be the criterion that shall decide.It is provided further that ths Superinten
-dent of Receipts,Disbursements and Accounts shall immediately upon being assigned

to such Superintendancy advertise for bdids for said Office.It is my understanding

that all the formelitiesrequired by law were cokplied with in the advertissment
and opening of such bids,and that upon the opening of such bids it was discovered
that Chestr Thraser aw sthe highest and best bidderin the purview of the provisions
of ths charter,seid party having agreed to pay the ‘uty s higher rate of interest
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ont daily balances than all other bidders.

Article X I,section 12,0f the City charter,provides that neither the
Keyor or any other member of the City Council ,nor any sppointive or
elevotive ifficer of the City,shall be directly or indirectly inter-
~osted in any work,business or oontract ,tbe expense,price or cosid -
~oration of which is paid by the City or any of its departzents.

the
The above citetions ale. only provisions - Jdn the charted pertinent to
this inguiry ,and I fail to find any provision in the genersal laws on

the subjeot.Ths facts are that Chester Thrasher has contracted with
the City to receive and securely keep all monies delongind to. the
1€ ity .In omder to qualify for the office of City Tressurer,he must

give bdand for the safe keeping of said funds.He offers to pay & price

for said contrect.,and by the acceptance of his offer the City will
receive & premium for the Funds deposi ted with him. -

By reference to paregfeph 2 adove,it will bs seen that the work,
business or contract which the charter inhibits the membera of the
City Council having any interestin is limited to auch® work dusiness
or contmaoct® the expense.,price oF considerationof which is paid BY

the City.In this instance,it is contemplated that a price ashall de
paid 70 the City.The City Tressursr is responsidle t o the City for

the safe keeping of the City's money,undesr the protection of a b;:nd;
the solvency of which is a criterionin determing ng his did, and the
City cannot goverm his actions in selecting & depository for said
1T

The contragt of the City is with ean individual ,and the Citizen's
Bank and Trust Company,is in no wey privy to the contract.The charter

d eaignates thu JCity Treasurer as an 0fficer and & Banking Corpora-
~tion cannot become an Officer of tho City.If the construction that

the contract 1s void,should Mr Thresher choose to place the City's
funds in the Citizens Bank and Trust Compauy,bocsusssome of the
Councilmen happen to be interested in that Bank is tenabdle,then in
that event no O0fficer of any dank in Austin is elegidle for the offioe

in event the Citie's funds should be pleced in hia bank,becsuse the
City Treasurer is an 0ffiocer of the Cityiand if this oconstzuotion de

true,the City Treasurer for the past seversl years has illegally

held his office.
The suggestion that the Counocilmen interested in said vank

wli, <

would profit by the Banks use of the Citie's money,if infact the money
should be deposited in this bank,is %e. caxkimkimgmes(too)oontingent

and »emoto to consider,.
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It is therefors my opinion that Mr Thrasher is elegible for the
Office of City Tresasurer,that his contract to receive and securely
keep the Citie's funds will be valid upon his tender of a solvent
bond and taking the osth of his office,and that the City Council.hasin

N0 wige committed an ille gal act in this matter.
Rospectfully .

J Bouldin Rector,
City Attomey.




«Councilman Powell moved that the bdid of Crester Thresher for the 0ffice of Cityv

: Toeasurer bHe acoepted,he deing the highest and dest didder,which motion pre-
?. «ailed dy the following vote:

1‘ Yoas Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Bartholomew,@dracy,.Hart & Powell -

;I Nays none. '

‘ " e \ « Councilman Bartholoméw moved that the Counoil now proceed to the election of s
1 v wf‘_" b?]“"f‘”” A City Treasurer,which motion prevailed by the following vote :

4 otk el ‘Swf Nt gy Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Bartholomew,Gracy . Hart and Powell 5

. f Hays nome. _

' Councilmen Powell nominated for the Office of City Tressurer Chester Thrasher.

There deing no other nominations the vote was tsker mud Mr Thrasher declared

* elected by the following vote :

' _ Yeas Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Bartholomew,Grscy,Hart and Powell s

. :1 . —  ~ Nays none .

Fr{bw@“m - Councilmen Bartbolomew atated to the Council thet it was necessary to pul in ap
k( "“’F‘* ' sdditional tunnel at the Pump station of the Water & Light Plant ,end thst he

‘ F @M‘*P - had made & contrect for same.,and saked that his action in the matter de confirmed.
LIV . . On motion the action of Councilman Bsrtholomew was confirmed bty the following vote
Yoas Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Bartholomew,dracy,.Hart and Fowell 5
Hays none. |
" | Gouncilman Bartbolomew offered the following fesolution ,which was read and
. A Q adopted.
" @“}‘1 R G, \ ecpuet Resolved that the bond of the Clty Treasurer be fixed at § 100,000.00,
LA 4:1' I{od‘ ,M(‘.‘—— The resolution was adopted by the following vote:
_i ¢ Yoas Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Bartholomew,@racy Hart and Meell 5
' Nays Hone.
n motion the City Attorney was dirmected to prepare and submit o bond for the City
' \-ubﬂkw ’Wr‘ﬂdﬂ. T“‘mr.Oouno'ihan Powsll to whom was referred the different bids for construc~
R '*"" Lol \’L\ 4/{’0"( W~ =tion of & stoIm sower in alley weast of Guadelum street,between 15th and 24th
wlw v ptreets ,prosented a report ,showing caloulations on ths different bids.

Councilman Powell offered the following resolution :
P\ ‘ — : Be it renolved by the City Council of the City of Austin:That all bids on storm
S RTINS LGN samer be Pejected ,and the bids with the certified ohecks be returned to the bidde

. Nifatvia bidders.The resolution was adopted by the following vote : .
Yeas Mayor Wooldridge,Councilmen Bartholomew,iracy,Hart and Powell. S
N ays None.

. By Councilman Powell an ofdinance appropristing the sum of § 200.08 for the
Colews ik -LRACA purpoze of paying salaries of Auistmtn. to the City Engineer .

The ordiﬁmoo was read the first time and passed under suspension of the rules
by the following vote :

Yeas Mayor Wooldridge,Councilmen Bartbolozmew,Gracy,Hart and Powell 5
Nays moDe.
L'.-v.{_;,, T o . - By Councilman Powell an ordinance appropriating the sum of § 2700.00 for the

purpose of paving west 5th street .The ordinance was read the first time and

passed under suspension of the Fules by the following vote :
Yeas Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Bartboloxew,@recy,Hartand Fowell S
] ' Nasys None .
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LR B ALY mhg Mayor 1aid before the Council the report of the City Marshsl for
LN . . s
AJ:'WL ag the month of April 1689,which was on motion referred to the Superinten-

~dant of Polge,eto,without. reading.
On motion the Counoil took & recess,sudJject to osll of the Mayor

\CLOL it
City Clerk.
\_
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